Thiee ini half years ago, when | BIG B!

we gathered this group of students
outside our front door, Providence-
St. Mel was in serious
The Archdiocese of Cl icago | had
just told us it couldn’t continue to
support the school. In the face of
rumors that we'd be forced to-
close, enrollment was declining,
We weren't eligible for operating

~funds from federal, state or local -
government. We didn't have

{ prosperous afumni 1o’ support s
‘What we d;

-~ who desperarely wamed o

BEATING THEODDS.
We were used-to doing the -
~ improbable. In the West Side
neighborhood where most of our
students live, unemployment is
% Over half the familie:
here have incomes below the
poverty level. Gangs, drugs, and
crime are p.un’g\rﬂ fac '

~ Butfor ye

has be

reentage than you'll find at (he' o

nest suburban schiools o

 already making enormous sacrifices
10 pay for tuition. Our. facu]&y

‘was (ﬁmd(mg wch of
no matter how we added ;
fes, tag days,
- and car washes, we just didw't have
¢

d pay our winter
heating bil}




